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This bill seeks to amend several offenses related to access devices, like credit cards and bank account 
numbers, and ID documents to raise the penalty from a misdemeanor to a felony for the theft of, fraudulent 
use of, and  for fraudulently obtaining an access device or ID document.  This increase in penalties will 
increase the workload of the Agency.  It is far more costly to defend a person charged with a felony than a 
misdemeanor.  Some of these offenses are currently prosecutable by municipalities as misdemeanors, and 
if they become felonies, they will be prosecuted by the state resulting in more public defender 
appointments.  It is not possible to predict how many current PD-appointed cases will be affected or new 
cases appointed, therefore an indeterminate fiscal note is submitted.    


